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Abstract: Climate change might increase the frequency and severity of longer-lasting drought in
the Caribbean, including in Hispaniola Island. Nevertheless, the hydroclimate changes projected
by the state-of-the-art earth system models across the island remain unknown. Here, we assess
21st-century changes in hydroclimate over Hispaniola Island using precipitation, temperature,
and surface soil moisture data from the 6th Phase of the Coupled Model Intercomparison Project
(CMIP6). The resulting analysis indicates, as with the previous 5th Phase of CMIP (CMIP5) models,
that Hispaniola Island might see a significant drying through the 21st century. The aridity appears
to be robust in most of the island following the Shared Socioeconomic Pathways (SSP) 5-8.6, which
assumes the “worst case” greenhouse gas emissions into the atmosphere. We find a significant
reduction in both annual mean precipitation and surface soil moisture (soil’s upper 10 cm), although
it appears to be more pronounced for precipitation (up to 26% and 11% for precipitation and surface
soil moisture, respectively). Even though we provide insights into future hydroclimate changes on
Hispaniola Island, CMIP6’s intrinsic uncertainties and native horizontal resolution precludes us to
better assess these changes at local scales. As such, we consider future dynamical downscaling efforts
that might help us to better inform policy-makers and stakeholders in terms of drought risk.
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1. Introduction

Hispaniola Island, the second largest island in the Caribbean, is commonly affected
by hydrometeorological events including droughts and tropical cyclones (e.g., [1-4]). Al-
though tropical cyclones over Hispaniola Island demand attention due to their sudden
and significant damage, severe and prolonged droughts also cause significant losses, espe-
cially in agriculture and tourism [1,2]. During the 2013-2016 Pan-Caribbean drought [4],
for example, losses in agriculture exceeded $100 million [1], and put more than one mil-
lion people into food insecurity risk, mostly in Haiti [1,2]. The 2013-2016 Pan-Caribbean
drought is one of the most severe and costliest droughts on record that affected Hispaniola
during the last 60 years [4]. Although this drought was associated with the strong El Nifio
between 2015 and 2016 [1,5,6], anthropogenic warming contributed to 13 &+ 4% (p < 0.05)
of its severity [4].

Previous studies suggest that the Caribbean region has experienced a trend towards
aridity in the last 60 years [3,7]. However, although there is not a significant decrease
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in rainfall, the opposite occurred in water evaporation, which is at least partially driven
by higher temperatures [3,8,9]. In some parts of the Caribbean, in contrast, wetter con-
ditions have been observed [3,9], including in some mountainous regions of Hispaniola
Island. As previous studies suggest, local topographical gradients in islands like Hispan-
iola influence the severity and spatial variability of droughts in the Caribbean islands
(e.g., [3,10-12]). Local topography interacts with regional atmospheric circulation and
moisture transport, resulting in a heterogeneous distribution of precipitation [13]. There-
fore, the spatial resolution of the climate and drought data available for Hispaniola and
other Caribbean islands alike must be appropriate to capture the influence of topography
on the severity of droughts at the local scale [3,11].

The fifth assessment report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
indicates that the Caribbean could experience a significant drying in the coming decades
due to climate change [14]. Hispaniola Island might see up to 45% decreased rainfall
during the summer (June—August), resulting in a significant water stress through the 21st
century [14]. Additionally, the mean temperature in Hispaniola Island might likely increase
up to 2-3.5 °C, compared to the current average (1986-2005) [14,15]. In fact, on the nearby
island of Puerto Rico, the number of hot days doubled during the 1950-2014 period [16].
Higher temperatures contribute to higher evaporative demand from the atmosphere and
consequently to a greater drought risk [17-19], even when rainfall remains unchanged
concerning the current mean [18].

Like most Small Island Developing States (SIDS), Hispaniola Island is especially
vulnerable to climate change due to the greater frequency and severity of extreme hydrocli-
mate events, including droughts, projected through the 21st century [20,21]. Additionally,
the rise in mean sea level, which could affect the coastal regions of the island, might result
in more severe storm surges during the passage of tropical cyclones, as well as in the loss
of underground aquifers due to saline contamination (e.g., [18]). Hispaniola Island is also
vulnerable to drought due to its insular nature [18,21] as prolonged droughts often impact
the whole island. Although water desalination programs are an option in some Caribbean
states such as The Bahamas [22], the cost and maintenance of such technology would make
it difficult for the island to be feasible.

Future aridity would represent an unprecedented challenge for the more than 25 million
people expected to live on Hispaniola Island by 2050 [23], in terms of economic development,
water availability, energy, and food security. It is, therefore, essential to understand and
accurately assess drought risk in Hispaniola, in order to increase the island’s capacity to adapt
to the future aridity. This work evaluates the aridity projected in Hispaniola Island through
the 21st century using archived climate model outputs of the 6th Phase of the Coupled
Model Intercomparison Project (CMIP6; [24]). We aim to compare changes in the trends of
simulated soil moisture and precipitation anomaly under different warming scenarios by
2100 in Hispaniola Island. To our knowledge, this is the first work on specifically evaluating
21st century hydroclimate change on Hispaniola Island using CMIP6 models.

2. Data and Methods
2.1. Study Area

Hispaniola Island (17.6°-20.0° N and 68.3°-74.5° W) is located in the Caribbean
and shared by Haiti and the Dominican Republic (Figure 1). The island has an area
of 76,192 km? and is the most populated in the Caribbean, with more than 21 million
people [25]. As in many islands in the Caribbean, the annual precipitation cycle of Hispan-
iola has two maximums (April-May and August-October) and a minimum (November—
March) (Figure 1). Between June and July, there is a relatively lower precipitation period
consistent with the mid-summer drought (Figure 1a) [26] observed in the Caribbean and
Central America [27-29]. However, because of topographical gradients, certain areas of
the island experience slightly different annual cycles in precipitation and annual rainfall
accumulations (Figure 1b). For example, in the northern and eastern portions of the island,
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the wet season extends until late November because of the influence of synoptic-scale
phenomena, such as frontal systems.
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Figure 1. Observed precipitation climatology over Hispaniola Island: (a) Annual precipitation cycle
of Hispaniola Island and the Caribbean for the 1950-2015 period, showing the two maximums
(April-May and August-October), the minimum (November-March), and the mid-summer drought
(June-July). (b) Total annual mean precipitation of Hispaniola Island showing spatial distribution
in rainfall across the island. It is noticeable that there is a heterogeneous spatial distribution of
precipitation, which is related with local topography. The data source comes from Herrera and
Ault (2017) [3].

2.2. High-Resolution Climate Data

As reference observational data to compare against CMIP6 models, we used high-
resolution precipitation and temperature products from Herrera and Ault [3]. This dataset
spans 1950 to 2015 at 4 km (0.04°) horizontal resolution [3,4], and is available at https:
/ /ecommons.cornell.edu/handle/1813/58763. Herrera and Ault [3] built these climate
products by statistically-downscaling the 7th version of the Global Precipitation Climatol-
ogy Centre (GPCC; [30]) and the Berkeley Earth Surface Temperature (BEST; [31]), using
WorldClim [32] and the Climate Hazards Group Infrared Precipitation with Station Data
(CHIRPS; [33]). Herrera and Ault [3] have provided the details of the downscaling proce-
dures to build these high-resolution gridded products, including the statistical methods
used to downscale each climate variable and their validations. We used these downscaled
products because most of the current observed gridded climate products available for His-
paniola Island and the Caribbean Islands have relatively coarse resolutions (e.g., ranging
from 0.5° x 0.5° to 2° x 2°).

2.3. CMIP6 Data and Analysis

Table 1 enlists the CMIP6 models and climate variables we use in this work. We ob-
tained the model data from https://esgfnode.llnl.gov /search/cmip6/ and bilinearly inter-
polated them to a common 1° x 1° horizontal resolution to conduct our analyses. We used
fully-forced historical simulations for the 1950-2015 period, appended to the Shared So-
cioeconomic Pathways (SSP) 1-2.6 and 5-8.5 for 2015-2100. Historical simulations were
forced from both natural and anthropogenic forcings, including anthropogenic greenhouse
gas emissions and aerosols, volcanic eruptions, and orbital changes. In contrast to the
Representative Concentration Pathways (RCP), SSPs represent emission scenarios based
on socioeconomic projections through the 21st century [34,35]. For example, similar to
the RCP8.5 in the previous CMIP’s 5th Phase (CMIP5), the SSP5 assumes “the worst sce-
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nario” pathway, while SSP1 assumes a significant reduction in current greenhouse gas
emissions [34-36]. For most of the CMIP6 models, we selected the member rlilp1fl, except
for some models without this member (Table 1).

Table 1. Models used from the 6th Phase of the Coupled Model Intercomparison Project (CMIP6).

CMIP6 Model Native Historical SSP1-2.6 SSP5-8.5
Model Resolution pr mrsos tas evspsbl pr mrsos tas evspsbl pr mrsos tas evspsbl
ACCESS-CM2 0.80° x 0.53° * * * * * * * * * * * *
ACCESS-ESM1-5 0.80° x 0.53° * * * * * * * * * * * *
BCC-CSM2-MR 0.89° x 0.89° * * * * * * * * * * * *
CAMS-CSM1-0 0.89° x 0.89° * * * * * * * * * * * *
CanESM5 0.36° x 0.36° * * * * * * * * * * * *
CESM2 1.07° x 0.80° * * * X * * * X * * * X
By 1079 x 0.80° %t % x ok x e x e ey
CNRM-CM6-1 ** 0.71° x 0.71° * * * * * * * * * * * *
FGOALS-f3 1.0° x 0.80° * * * * * * * * * * * *
GFDL-ESM4 1.0° x 0.80° * * * X * * * X * * * X
GISS-E2-1-G 0.50° x 0.40° * * * * * * * * * * * *
%accécl;}:—ﬁ\é:' 0.80° x 0.53° * * * * * X * X * X * *
INM-CM5-0 0.67° x 0.50° * X * X * X * * * X * X
IPSL-CM6A-LR 0.80° x 0.40° * * * * * * * * * * * *
MIROC-ES2L ** 0.36° x 0.36° * * * * * * * * * * * *
MIROC6 0.71° x 0.71° * X * * * X * * * X * *
MPI-ESM1-2-LR 0.53° x 0.53° * X * * * X * * * X * *
MRI-ESM2-0 0.89° x 0.89° * * * * * * * * * * * *

Acronyms: pr (precipitation), mrsos (moisture content of soil layer), tas (air temperature), evspsbl (water evaporation flux), SSP (Shared
Socioeconomic Pathways). The CMIP6’s variables we use are marked by an asterisk (*), while boxes marked with “x” indicate that this file
is not currently available. Two asterisks (**) indicates the use of model members other than r1ilp1f1.

To ensure the use of CMIP6 data solely over Hispaniola Island, we implemented
the following steps: (1) we selected and extracted CMIP6 data over Hispaniola Island
(e.g., 17.6°-20.0° N and 68.3°-74.5° W). By selecting the area bounded by specific latitudes
and longitudes, we ensured that we were working over Hispaniola Island and not else-
where in the Caribbean. (2) We regridded (interpolated) CMIP6 data to a 1° x 1° resolution
(including the model’s land-mask) to calculate multimodel ensemble means. (3) We con-
ducted the statistical analysis of this work, including the computation of long-term means,
anomalies, standard deviations, trends, and statistical significance to all the CMIP6 models
we used. (4) Finally, we interpolated the resulting (processed) data to a 4 km horizontal
resolution, solely for display purposes.

2.4. Soil Moisture and Precipitation Trends

We calculated the trends of surface soil moisture and precipitation anomalies for
each CMIP6 model and the SSP1-2.6 and SSP5-8.5 scenarios. However, because of the
inherent differences of soil moisture and precipitation as drought indicators, in addition to
differences in CMIP6 parameterization and numerical schemes, we first converted their
anomalies into z-scores following Ault et al. (2014) [37]:

= 1
z - )
where z is the normalized drought indicator time series, x is the original drought indicator
time series, X is the long-term mean for the 1950-2015 period, and ¢ is the standard
deviation. We calculated the trends using the linear best-fit and spline methods. While
the linear trend might be appropriate for monthly time series spanning fifty or fewer

years, this approach might not be sensitive to sub-decadal changes in soil moisture and
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precipitation during the last decades [38]. The spline method, as with other low-pass filters,
solves this limitation by capturing these sub-decadal trends.

2.5. Statistical Significance

We used a two-tailed t-test to calculate the statistical significance of the differences
between trends from each SSP scenario. Here our null-hypothesis states that “there is no
difference in soil moisture and precipitation anomalies between the SSP1-2.6 and SSP5-8.5
warming scenarios.” We selected the mean as the statistic to test using the soil moisture
and precipitation anomalies of SSP1-2.6 and compared them against the same variables
but for SSP5-8.5 through the 21st century. We considered as significant change those with
p values < 0.05 at the 95% confidence level.

3. Results
3.1. Observed and Simulated Climatologies

The CMIP6 models we use in this work (Table 1) simulate reasonably well the annual
precipitation cycle in Hispaniola Island, including the existence of the midsummer-drought
(Figure 2a). However, the midsummer-drought is more noticeable by 2100 following
both the SSP1-2.6 and SSP5-8.5 warming scenarios, as compared to the historical period
(1950-2015) (Figure 2a). As in previous CMIP model generations (e.g., [39,40], CMIP6
models underestimate precipitation in the Caribbean and Hispaniola Island. According to
Ryu and Hayhoe (2014) [40], this may be due to the cold-bias in sea surface temperatures
shown by most global climate models. The total annual precipitation from the CMIP6
multimodel mean is, on average, 989 mm/year over land in Hispaniola Island. This is
494 mm lower than the annual mean from the downscaled 7th version of GPCC product
we use (1483 mm/year) (Figure 2a).
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Figure 2. Observed and modeled annual cycles in precipitation and temperature in Hispaniola
Island. (1950-2015). (a) Annual cycles in precipitation from observations (Herrera and Ault, 2017 [3]),
and CMIP6’s historical and projected simulations following the SSP1-2.6 and SSP5-8.5 warming
scenarios. (b) as panel (a) but for the annual temperature cycle.

Projected changes in the precipitation annual cycle in Hispaniola Island are more
likely to occur in the total annual means rather than changes in the seasonality. By the end
of the 21st century (2050-2100), for example, climate models indicate an 80 mm decrease
in annual precipitation following the SSP1-2.6 scenario and 158 mm less rain following
the SSP5-8.5 in comparison to the model historical period (1950-2015). These changes
represent an 8 and 16% decrease in total annual precipitation, respectively, as compared to
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the historical period in CMIP6. The greatest decrease in precipitation might occur during
the boreal summer (June—August), especially in July, with 23 and 37% less rain following
the SSP1-2.6 and SSP5-8.5 warming scenarios, respectively (Figure 2a).

In contrast to precipitation, CMIP6 models overestimate the annual mean temperature
in Hispaniola Island. The multimodel mean for annually averaged temperature is 1.1 °C
higher than the observed temperature mean from the downscaled BEST product for the
same period (e.g., 24.4 °C vs. 25.5 °C) (Figure 2b). Following the SSP1-2.6 warming
scenario, the annual mean temperature for the Island might be 1.5 °C higher than during
the modeled historical period. However, following the SSP5-8.5 scenario, a 2.6 °C increase
in annual mean temperature is projected by the end of the 21st century on Hispaniola
Island (Figure 2b).

3.2. Observed and Simulated Historical Trends

The observed precipitation trend between 1950 and 2015 on Hispaniola Island is
—0.86 mm/decade. However, this trend is not-significant (p > 0.05). Historical simula-
tions from CMIP6 multimodel ensemble also suggest a not-significant trend toward dry-
ness (—0.01 mm/decade) for the 1950-2015 period (Figure 3a). In contrast, there is a sig-
nificant decrease in precipitation through the 21st century following the SSP5-8.5, with
—2.22 mm/decade, while it is not-significant following the SSP1-2.6 scenario. Trends in
modeled superficial soil moisture are consistent with those in precipitation. For the historical
period, there is not a significant trend toward aridity, with —0.08 mm/decade (p > 0.05). How-
ever, and as opposed to modeled precipitation trends, both SSP1-2.6 and SSP5-8.5 warming
scenarios suggest a significant decline in surface soil moisture through the 21st century, with
rates ranging from —0.13 to —0.36 mm/decade, respectively (p < 0.05) (Figure 3b).
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Figure 3. Multi-model means of projected changes in precipitation and surface soil moisture.
(a) Trends of precipitation following the SSP1-2.6 and SSP5-8.5 warming scenarios. (b) as in (a) but for
surface soil moisture (soil’s upper 10 cm). For display purposes, for each climate variable, we ap-
pended historical simulations (1850-2015) to each of the projected simulations following the SSP1-2.6
and SSP5-8.5 warming scenarios (2015-2100).

Since at least 1950, Hispaniola Island has seen a steady and significant increase in
surface mean temperature, trending 0.14 °C/decade on average. All CMIP6 models used
in this work are consistent with the trends found from instrumental records, and suggest
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a significant warming across the island in the 21st century, even following the lowest
greenhouse gas emission scenarios (Figure 4a). Historical simulations from CMIP6’s
multimodel mean indicate a warming trend of 0.05 °C/decade, whereas the projected
trends are 0.05 °C/decade and 0.25 °C/decade, for SSP1-2.6 and SSP5-8.5, respectively.
Water evaporation flux is also projected to change though the 21st century, although not as
significantly as precipitation and temperature. Following the SSP1-2.6 warming scenario,
for example, the multimodel ensemble trend is near zero and not-significant. In contrast,
an small increase in water evaporation is projected following the SSP5-8.5 scenario, with
0.05 mm/decade (Figure 4b).
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Figure 4. Multimodel means of projected changes in temperature and evaporation. (a) Trends of temperature following the

SSP1-2.6 and SSP5-8.5 warming scenarios. (b) as in (a) but for evaporation. For display purposes, for each climate variable,
we appended historical simulations (1850-2015) to each of the projected simulations following the SSP1-2.6 and SSP5-8.5

warming scenarios (2015-2100).

3.3. Projected Changes in Precipitation and Soil Moisture

Hydroclimate changes by the end of the 21st century (e.g., 2050-2100) as a result of
anthropogenic climate change are not homogeneous across the island. Despite the relatively
coarse horizontal resolution of CMIP6 models (Figures 5 and 6), we find that certain areas
of Hispaniola Island may see drier conditions than others, as compared to the historical
period (e.g., 1950-2015) (Figure 5). For example, the CMIP6 multimodel mean suggests
a decrease of up to 26% in precipitation over southeastern Hispaniola Island, following
the SSP5-8.5 scenario, whereas up to 11% decreased rainfall is suggested with the SSP1-2.6
scenario, again, in southeastern Hispaniola (Figure 5). Changes in annual mean in surface
soil moisture is consistent with changes in precipitation. However, the magnitude of the
drying in surface soil moisture is lower than in precipitation, with up to 9% decrease in soil
moisture with the SSP5-8.5 scenario and 3% lower moisture with the SSP1-2.6 (Figure 5).
In contrast to precipitation, the highest decline in surface soil moisture may occur in the
central-west portion of Hispaniola and a small area on the eastern side of the island.
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Figure 5. Multimodel means of the projected changes in precipitation and surface soil moisture on Hispaniola Island
from CMIP6: Upper panels show the changes in the annual precipitation following the shared socioeconomic pathway
(SSP) 1-2.6, which assumes a sharp decrease in greenhouse gas emissions in the left, and 5-8.5, which assumes the current
emission rates of greenhouse gases in the right. For display purposes, we bilinearly interpolated the results to a common
0.04° x 0.04° (4 km) horizontal resolution to match with our high-resolution products.

Change in mean temperature

1950-2015 to 2050-2100 (SSP1-2.6) 1950-2015 to 2050-2100 (SSP5-8.5)
20°N 20°N —
19°N |- 19°N —
-
18°N — 18°N |~ @ i
| | | | | 1

| | P 1 1 1 | | 1
7T4W  73W 72°W 71°W  70°W 69°W 68°W 74W 73W 72°W 71°W 70°W 69°W  68°W
Change in evaporation

20°N 20°N

19°N 19°N

@ i 18°N

18°N

| 1 1 1 1 | |
74°W  73°W  72°W  71°W  70°W  69°W  68°W

< [

T T T T T
0.0 0.5 1.0 15 2.0

2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0 4.5 5.0
(°C)

<I T T

0.0 1.5 3.0 4.5 6.0 (70/5) 9.0 105 120 135 15.0
o

Figure 6. Multimodel means of the projected changes in surface temperature and water evaporation flux on Hispaniola
Island from CMIP6. The upper panels show the changes in surface temperature following the shared socioeconomic
pathway (SSP) 1-2.6 to the left, and SSP 5-8.5 to the right. For display purposes, we bilinearly interpolated the results to a
common 0.04° x 0.04° (4 km) horizontal resolution to match with our high-resolution products.
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Changes in the projected temperatures means are relatively homogeneous (Figure 6).
In certain areas of Hispaniola Island, an increase of up to 4.4 °C is projected by climate
models by the end of the 21st century following the SSP5-8.5 scenario. This projection
is slightly smaller under the SSP1-2.6 warming scenario, with a projected increase in
temperature of 2.3 °C (Figure 6). Conversely, changes in the annual mean water evaporation
may see up to 6.3% increase with SSP1-2.6, and 10.2% following the SSP5-8.5 warming
scenario (Figure 6). Based on the CMIP6 models we use, the central portion of Hispaniola
Island is expected to see the lowest increases in water evaporation, whereas the west
portion (western Haiti) may see the greatest change (Figure 6).

4. Discussion

Consistent with the previous generations of global climate models (i.e., CMIP3 and
CMIP5), CMIP6 models indicate a significant trend toward aridity in the Caribbean through
the 21st century, including on Hispaniola Island. We find that precipitation changes across
the island are mainly driven by a significant decline in the summer rainfall (May—October),
even though the seasonality might not change that much (Figure 2a). However, it is
noteworthy to mention that, following either the worst emission scenario or drastically
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, climate models suggest that Hispaniola Island might
have a more pronounced midsummer drought by the end of the 21st century. Although
the dynamical causes of this projection are not yet well understood, Taylor et al. [41]
suggest that this might be due to an increase in the intensity of the Caribbean Low-
Level Jet (CLLJ), which is a conveyor that advects moisture from the Caribbean Sea to
Central America and the Gulf of Mexico [42]. A stronger CLLJ also correlates with a
stronger North Atlantic subtropical high (NASH), as observed during the mid-summer
drought [39]. These findings are consistent with the previous CMIP generations (e.g., [39]),
which suggest an intensification of the mid-summer drought through the 21st century
due to the intensification and westward expansion of the NASH [39]. However, from our
results, we cannot say that these dynamical mechanisms underpin the aridity projected
for Hispaniola Island in CMIP6 models. Answering this question requires us to first
evaluate the skill of current CMIP6 models in simulating major dynamical features of
drought on Hispaniola Island and the Caribbean islands alike, and second, to analyze how
these features might change through the 21st century, as refs. [39,40] did for CMIP3 and
CMIP5, respectively.

Even though a decline in precipitation in Hispaniola Island is robust across different
models, the response of surface soil moisture is less pronounced (Figures 5 and 7). For ex-
ample, while precipitation rates may fall up to 89 mm/decade between 2015 and 2100,
the surface soil moisture content declines by up to 36 mm/decade. These findings open
the question of whether this may be due to the effects of plants” water use efficiency as a
result of increased CO; concentrations in the atmosphere (e.g., [43]). More efficient water
use by plants could, theoretically, decrease water evaporation rates. Therefore, we might
see a less pronounced trend in water evaporation as compared to surface temperature and
other variables, such as wind speed and net radiation. Even though we find such a result
in this work (e.g., Figures 4 and 6), we emphasize that uncertainties in these projections
arise due to several reasons, including feedbacks from vegetation processes [44,45], and the
parameterization of hydrologic and other surface processes in CMIP6 models. For example,
it is not yet clear how earth system models represent many hydrologic processes on a
single or a few grid-cells (e.g., surface runoff), which is how some CMIP6 models (e.g., the
Canadian Earth System Model version 5 [CanESM5]) represent some of the Caribbean
Islands, including Hispaniola Island.
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Figure 7. CMIP6 multimodel means of decadal trends in precipitation and surface soil moisture on Hispaniola Island.

Hatching represents areas with statistically significant trends at the 95% interval. For display purposes, we bilinearly

interpolated the results to a common 0.04° x 0.04° (4 km) horizontal resolution to match with our high-resolution products.

We also speculate that other physical factors, such as an increase in extreme hydrocli-
mate events (i.e., extreme precipitation and droughts [46]), may at least partly explain a
higher decline in rainfall than in surface soil moisture. For example, consider an extreme
precipitation event after a prolonged drought. Since soil’s infiltration capacity may be
reduced (especially in clayish soils), we should expect an increased runoff and relatively
higher surface soil moisture content as compared to the deeper soil layers. It would make
sense, then, to observe a more pronounced drying in total column soil moisture than in
its surface counterpart. As suggested by ref. [45], there is indeed a marked drying in the
Caribbean and Central America in total column soil moisture in CMIP6 models through
21st century, which agrees with our explanation for Hispaniola Island. However, we proba-
bly need regional climate modeling (e.g., dynamical downscaling) to have a more accurate
answer to this question.

In addition to the intrinsic uncertainties in CMIP6 models (e.g., in representations of
hydrologic and vegetation processes), because of their relatively coarse resolution, these
models might underestimate the effects of dynamical and thermodynamical processes that
occur at local scales in the Caribbean islands [3,13,29]. This limitation might, in turn, impact
the models” accuracy of future hydroclimate projections on Hispaniola Island. As shown
in Figure 8, for example, the intermodel spread suggests a better agreement in surface
temperature during the historical period and the first 35 years following both SSP1-2.6
and SSP5-8.5 warming scenarios (i.e., until ~2050). From 2050, however, these projections
are more uncertain, which is consistent with surface temperature projections at regional
and global scales [14,45,47]. In contrast, intermodel spreads of precipitation, soil moisture,
and water evaporation flux are significantly higher than temperature, again similar to
regional and global projections. Provided that Hispaniola Island is represented by a few
grid cells in CMIP6 models, the similarities with regional climate change projections may
be due to the relatively coarse horizontal resolution of the CMIP6 models we used.
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Although our results suggest spatially-heterogeneous hydroclimate projections for
Hispaniola Island (e.g., a more pronounced drying in the southeastern portion of the
island), this variability is not strictly due to local topography. Instead, it might have a
strong influence on processes occurring over (the model) ocean. We thus consider that
dynamically-downscaling efforts of CMIP6 model outputs (as in refs. [48-50]) is a plausible
option to help us to better understand the projected hydroclimate changes on Hispaniola
Island at local scales. Previous statistical downscaling efforts of future climate projections
have done a good job in capturing the effects of local topography [51]. However, the
scarcity (or even the lack) of instrumental records of hydroclimate variables (e.g., long-term
observations of soil moisture) precludes us from using statistical downscaling methods.
We thus propose the use of dynamical downscaling over statistical downscaling methods
to increase CMIP6 model resolution for Hispaniola Island and other small islands of the
Caribbean region.

5. Conclusions

We have assessed the hydroclimate changes projected on Hispaniola Island through
the 21st century as a result of increasing anthropogenic greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.
We provide insights into the hydroclimate changes that the island might face through the
21st century as a result of anthropogenic climate change. We find a significant trend toward
aridity, mainly driven by a robust decline in annual mean precipitation, which further
manifested as reduced surface soil moisture. The aridity projected by climate models in
precipitation is more pronounced than that in surface soil moisture. We speculate that
it might be due to several factors, including feedback from vegetation processes and the
horizontal resolutions of the current earth system models. These findings are similar to
previous work using CMIP3 and CMIP5 for the Caribbean (e.g., [39,40]), and, as suggested
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in ref. [45], CMIP6 models might be subject to similar uncertainties as CMIP5 models,
especially in the projections of precipitation and vegetation processes.

Even though this work provides insights into the future hydroclimate changes on
Hispaniola Island, higher resolution climate model data are required to better assess
hydroclimate changes at local scales, which might be more useful for stakeholders and
policy-makers. This is critical, for example, to understand how Hispaniola’s complex topog-
raphy changes (or not) moisture fluxes locally (e.g., [29]). As such, dynamical downscaling
from regional climate modeling efforts presents a plausible option. Importantly, processes
related to local topography (e.g., [13]) and the size of the island itself [52] are not resolved by
the current CMIP6 models, and they have been shown to modulate hydroclimate variability
at local scales (e.g., [3,13]). Finally, future fresh water availability in Hispaniola Island
might be at risk due to both increased aridity and salt-water intrusion into aquifers [21].
This work provides the initial insights for the island in terms of hydroclimate changes
through the 21st century, which may help stakeholders and decision-makers to better
prepare for the future aridity on the island.
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