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Marine mammals of the Caribbean

Unlike fish, marine mammals have lungs and breathe at
the surface. They have hair and the females nurse their.
young. Located at the top of the food chain, they are an
essential link in the health of their ecosystem.

The Greater Caribbean Region is home tofa great
diversity of marine mammals with over 35 identified
species !

The following are the most common species :
@® Toothed cetaceans (odontocetes), such as sperm
whales and many species of dolphins such as

pantropical spotted dolphins

@® Baleen whales (mysticetes - filtering water to
capture small prey), such as humpback whales.

® The sirenians comprise a lone, remarkable
specimen, the Caribbean manatee.
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Marine mammals are extraordinary animals, perfectly
adapted to life underwater. For example, to find their
bearings or to hunt, they use echolocation, by emitting
sounds that bounce off obstacles and return to them.

Some species communicate through low frequency
sounds that can travel hundreds of kilometers. Others
can dive to a depth of several thousand meters.

Threats to marine mammals

Marine mammals are subject to numerous risk factors,
mainly related to human activities (accidental fishing,
collisions with ships, pollution, disturbance, etc.)

Among the 35 species living in the Caribbean, 7
are included on the red list of threatened species
of the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN).

For more information, visit :
www.carimam.org
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The humpback whale :

A great migrator! After staying in cold waters during
the polar summer to feed, the humpback whale
travels thousands of kilometers to breed in warmer
waters (between December and April).

Observe without disturbing

In order to ensure a quality visit respectful o
animals, the SPAW Protocol proposes a guide @
practices for the approach of marine mammals

Here are some of its recommendations :

Stay calm (don't yell, don't bang
on the hull of the boat)

Do not throw anything in the water

Do not feed the animals

Do not separate, disperse, surround
animals or get in the middle of a group

Do not chase the animal
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If you see their offspring, keep
your distance
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Approach the animal from the side and slightly to the
rear, respect the safety zones, put your motor in idle.

For more information, ask your guide



